From Beth Ellen d ark
926 Steam M || Road
Ithaca, NY 14850

To: Jaclyn A Brilling
Secretary, New York State Public Service Conm ssion
3 Enpire State Pl aza
Al bany, New York 12223-1350

CASE 05- M 0090

This letter is to comment on the “Staff Proposal for the Extension of the
System Benefits Charge (SBC) and the SBC- Funded Public Benefit Prograns”.
I would like to express ny support for the conclusions of the Staff
Proposal and for the extension of the SBC.

Specifically, | suggest enhancenment of the SBC-funded prograns designed to
provi de incentives for renewabl e energy sources. | suggest extending
current NYSERDA wi nd power installation incentives to include nedium scale
(100 — 1000 kW generation, and | suggest extending net nmetering to retai
(or near retail) prices for wind power generation up to 1000 kW

W nd power technol ogy, as a distributed generation source, is
environnental ly friendly and economcally conpetitive with fossil fuels.
However there are several major barriers which currently hinder its

devel opnent in New York State. In particular, due to the |ack of net

nmet eri ng guarantees, grid-connection for wind generation facilities of the
medi um si ze range (100-1000 kW is economcally unattractive. In
addi ti on, NYSERDA prograns only offer installation incentives for groups
that fall into the defined sectors of “Business, Institutional, Farm or
Educati onal " .

“Medi um wi nd” (100-1000 kW is an inportant new potential market in
renewabl e energy generation sources. To overcone initial capita

i nvest ment costs, econonmies of scale are possible in community-based
cooperative wind turbine construction projects, and such projects wll
often fall in the 100-1000 kWrange. Wth no incentives to build projects
in this size range, and with grid-connection barriers that make it
econom cal | y unfeasi ble, comunity cooperatives will be dissuaded, and the
potential for distributed wind power generation will remain crippled for
the foreseeable future.

Renoving the barriers to grid connection for nmediumscal e wi nd projects,
guaranteeing net netering at or near retail levels for cooperatives, and
creating new installation incentives for mediumw nd projects will greatly
i nprove the infrastructure and expand the market for this inportant
renewabl e energy source.

As noted by the Staff Proposal, “The energence of the Renewables Portfolio
Standard (RPS) program has addressed fundi ng needs for incentives for

i ncreased generation fromrenewabl e resources. However, there remains a
conti nued need to enhance New York’s renewabl e resources infrastructure.
This would include activities such as pronmoting renewabl e resources,

..mar ket devel opnent, etc.. These are appropriate SBC functions as they



have not been supplanted by the RPS program and are not being provided by
the conpetitive electricity market.”

My suggestions address the need for increased renewabl e energy
infrastructure to neet the Renewabl es Portfolio Standard (RPS), and
support two of the Staff Proposal recommendati ons:

. I mprove New York’'s energy systemreliability and security by reducing
ener gy demand, supporting innovative transm ssion and distribution
technol ogi es, and enabling fuel diversity, including renewable resources.

. Mtigate the environnental and health inpacts of energy use by
i ncreasi ng energy efficiency, encouraging the devel opment of a renewabl e
energy resources infrastructure, and optim zing the energy performance of
bui | di ngs and products.

I aminpressed by the Staff Proposal’s report on the econom c and
envi ronnent al successes of past SBC funded progranms, and | am excited by
the possibility of future prograns for medi um w nd.

Thank you very much,

Beth Ellen d ark
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Beth Ellen O ark Joseph
Assi stant Professor
Physi cs Depart nment

It haca Col | ege

It haca, NY 14850

phone: 607 274-3968
fax: 607 274-1773
email : bcl ark@t haca. edu
VWY, baritone.tn.cornell. edu/ ~beth
or: ww. ithaca. edu/faculty/bclark

pen nane: Beth Ellen dark
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