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October 14,2005

Jaclyn A. Brilling, Secretary
New York State

Public Service Commission

3 Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12223-1350

Re: Case # 05-M-0090 — In the Matter of the SBC il

Thank you for the opportunity to provide commentson the staff proposal regarding SBC
III. We acknowledgethe important public servicethat the Public Service Commission
provided to New Y orkers by adopting and continuingthe SBC program through SBC |
and 11 and strongly support the continuation of public benefit program funding through an
SBCIII.

Our agency is a non-profit community-based organi zation that providesa range of
servicesto low-income homeowners and tenantsin Bedford Stuyvesant, Crown Heights,
East Flatbush, Fort Greene, Ocean Hill and Brownsville.

For morethan 24 years, we have provided energy efficiency servicesto 7,200 low-
income householdsin both small homesand multifamily buildingsthrough the Federal
Weatherization Assistance Program.

Since 1999, we have been ableto participatein several NY SERDA-funded programs
made possible by the Public Service Commission's System Benefits Charge. Under the
coordinated project model developed first under NYSERDA’s Direct Install program, we
have been successful in providing a more comprehensivescope of servicesand to do so
in more low-income housing unitsin our community. Thiscoordinationof federal
dollarswith State funds has resulted in leveraging more resources to address the growing
needs of low-income householdsin atimeof rapidly increasing household energy prices.

We have the following specific recommendations for your consideration in reviewingthe
staff proposal regarding SBC I11.

| ncrease Funding Sharefor L ow Income Programs

An increased share of SBC funds should be allocated for low-income programs,
including those targeting low-income residents in multifamily buildingswhere heat is




included in the rent but tenants pay directly for their electric utility bills(direct metered
customers).

Expand Definition of Energy Burden to Include" Rent plus Utility” Burden

In devel oping low-incomeprograms, we recommend that a broader definition of " energy
burden™ be used to recognizethat when hegt isincluded intherent (asit isin most rental
propertiesin NY C), the rising cost of oil and natural gas putsan upward pressureon rent
that resultsin a much higher ""household rent plus utilities burden.

Provide Greater Funding for Residential Sector, [ ncluding Multifamily Buildings.

Addressthe undercountingof the need and opportunity in multifamily buildingswhere
the common area account isidentified aseither asmall or largecommercial service
classification but the el ectric service provides public hallway and other common area
lighting and electricity.

Continued Coordinated Programmingwith the Weatherization Program

In low-income programs, continueto utilizeand build the capacity of the existing
statewide network of local community based organizationsand community action
agenciesfunded by the Federal Department of Energy's Weatherization Assistance
Programand the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program, taking full advantage
of leveraging and program coordinationopportunities. SpecificNY SERDA SBC
programs such asthe Direct Install program, the CBO Initiativeand the Empower
program have each adopted this approach; and should be expanded under SBC I11.

Traininp and Certification

Continueand expand SBC support for the devel opment of a broad based, statewide
trainingand certificationinfrastructure, including training for building performance
contractors, weatherization field staff, building superintendents, property managers,
heating system designersand installersand a variety of new job classifications. relevant
in the changing energy industry.

Sincerely,

M/WM qu

Wendéell Rice
WeatherizationDirector





