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Dear Secretary Brilling:

| am writing in responseto the NY S Public Service Commission (PSC) requestsfor public
comment regarding extension of the System Benefits Charge (SBC) Program: Reference case 05-
M-0090.

| am specifically respondingto the followingquestions:

2. Should the SBC program continue beyond its current expiration date of June 30, 2006?
7. What specificprogram(s) should be eliminated, expanded or created?

The research and monitoring that the SBC has supported have been critical in getting a better
understanding of the environmental and health impacts from the power sector. The Clean Air
Task Force has been impressed with the breath and quality of the work supported by thesef unds.

One of the mogt difficult areasto find funding for islong-term monitoring, yet the obtaining
reliable data, on aregular basisis so important to understandingthe effectsof changesin
emissions and deposition. Right now, the US Congressis debating President Bush's Clear Skies
Initiative. One of the mgjor areas of nationa discussion ishow will the Adirondacks respond to
changesin acid rain emissions. Thanksto SBC-funded research, scientists are ableto respond to
such questions. Questionsabout how ecosystemsrecover will continueto be raised for many
decades, which meanstherewill be valuein the research and monitoring for yearsto come.

| want to highlight one project for which SBC has been particularly valuable. The Adirondack
Long Term Monitoring (LTM) Project, which samples|akesthroughout the Park every month, is
thelongest, uninterrupted record of |ake chemistry in the Adirondacks. Maintainingthis
uninterrupted monitoringwill yield datathat will be both used and useful.

Accordingly, | urge you to extend the SBC to assure the continuation of baseline Adirondack
surface water monitoringas well asNYSERDA's other val uable environmental research.

Sincerely,

. Bruun—

Ellen Baum
Senior Scientist






