STATE OF NEW YORK

BRoard of Hudson River-Black River Regulating District
350 Northern Boulevard, Albany, New York 12204 Phone (518) 465-3491
FAX (518) 432-2485

J. A. Brilling

Public Service Commission
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223-1350

Re: Case 05-M-0090
Dear Ms. Billing:

| want to thank you for this opportunity to comment on the above mentioned project. | express
these thoughtsas former Chairman of the Adirondack Park Agency as the Executive Director of
the Hudson River Black River Regulating District.

It has cometo my attention that the Public Service Commission is seeking public comment on a
proposed extension of the System Benefits Charge which supports a number of environmental
monitoring and research programs.

Asin the past, | applaud the effortsof the Public Service Commission in enabling reliable
funding for long-term monitoring of Adirondack Iakesthrough the programsfunded by the
System BenefitsCharge. Fifty-two Adirondack |akes are sampled monthly in the Adirondack
LakesLong-term Monitoring Program. Stream and fisheriesdataare also collected. These data
continueto be critically important in providing information to address the complex problemsof
acid precipitationand the pollution it causesto forests, lakes, and streams. Without Adirondack
water quality monitoring, the actual effect of changes in emissions from upwind " smokestacks™
could not be sufficiently tracked. This data providesthe essential link to policy decisions
affectingour irreplaceable Adirondack Park resources.

Furthermore, it isimportant that this funding source that has provided a consistent long-term data
set to scientists, the publicand policy makers be expected to continue into the future to guideall
partiesconcerned with managing acid deposition.

Asan essential component of sound environment policy for the Adirondack Park, we hope that
the support for long-term monitoring will be continued.

Very truly yours,

N
Richard H. Lefebng

HRBRRD, Executive Director
Adirondack Park Agency, Chairman (retired)





