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February 25,2005

Ms. Jacklyn A. Brilling, Secretary
New York State Public Service Commission
3 Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223-1350

Re CASE 05-M-0090- In the Matter of the System Benefits Charge Il
Dear Ms Brilling:

We are happy to respond to the Public Service Commission's request for comment on
continuing the Systems BenefitsCharge. We strongly support the PSC’s effortsto
provideessentia funding for environmental monitoring and research on air pollution
impactsfrom eectricity generation to the Adirondack Park. Acidic deposition and its
associated impactscontinues as the most far-reaching ecologica threet to the
Adirondacks, an arealong known to be the most sengitive region to acidic depositionin
the northeastern U.S

The SBC has been amgjor source o support o the Adirondack Long Term Monitoring
program, which includesthe year-round monthly samplingof 52 lakes acrossthe six
million-acre Adirondack Park. Thisisthelongest, uninterrupted record (21 years) of lake
chemigtry of thisscalein the U.S. Resultshave been published in peer-reviewedjournas
and the data publicly posted. The data have been extensively used to understand
ecosystem response to atmospheric pollution and have become the foundation datafor
modding o future emission/ecosystem regoonse scenarios. Thiswork has been
recognized international ly and has continued to position New Y ork as aleader in thefield
o environmental monitoring and the determination o environmenta policy based on
hard scientific data. The SBC funding has madethat possible.

Thereis no other comparable year-round basdline-monitoringnetwork of lakes in the
Adirondacks. Additiondly,the availability of specialized chemistry, which provides
toxic duminum measurements, is not being andyzed by any other laboratory in the
Adirondacks. Toxicduminumisoned the mogt relevant chemicd indicators of
biologicd survivahility. Theexisting Adirondack Long Term Monitoring project staff
and laboratory are uniqudy qudified to carry out both thefield and [aboratory
component to the required qudity control/quality assurancelevels.

We arein acriticd timefor Adirondack ecosystem responseto air pollution changes.
Many Adirondack lakesare showing thefirst sgnsaf chemistry improvementswhile
others have shown no change.  With new air pollution legidation being considered, it is
more essentia than ever that the long-term |ake record be continued and augmented as
necessary (e.g. establish basdine for mercury).

The ALSC isa not-for-profit research corporation formed in 1984 which continues with support from New York State Energy Research and
Development Authority, U.S. Environmental Fratecti on Agency, and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Division of
Air Resour ces.



Thistime d atmospheric pollution changes and ecosystem response has caused other
Adirondack areas needingexamination. Many of these scientific datagaps have begun
to be addressed but a shortagedf funds required severd sound proposalsto go unfunded
in thelast round. Areascurrently lackinginclude: basdline mercury monitoringin
selected long term lakes; establishment o a biologica response basdline; extension o the
dream chemistry and biota basdline begun in the western Adirondacks; establishment of
basdine hydrologic data; and funds to secure adata clearing house for long-term dataand
retrieval. These added benchmarks are essential.  With various consderationsfor
further emissionsreductions underway, SBC program prioritiesshould be shifted towards
increased environmenta monitoring for the Adirondack Park.

In summary, we offer commentson mattersreferred toin questions2, 3, 4 and 7 in the
Notice. We strongly recommend that the SBC program continue beyond its current
expiration date and be extended a a minimum for another five years with funding to
sugtain the existing Adirondack acid rain long term monitoring work. Additiondly, we
advocatefor increased funding to address the ecol ogica response questionsthat have
emerged in the Adirondacksover thelast severd years: The Adirondack long term
monitoring work providesessentia scientific data needed to evaluate dectricity-related
environmenta impactsto support public decision-making.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Adirondack Lakes Survey Corporation Board
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