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April 4,2005

Dear Secretary Brilling,
RE: CASE 05-M-0090

Citizens Campaign for the Environment (CCE) is an 80,000 member, not-for-profit, non-
partisan advocacy organizationworking to protect public health and the natural
environment throughout New Y ork State and Connecticut. CCE operates from five
regional offices across New Y ork and interactswith New Y ork and Connecticut residents
to advance sound environmental policiesthroughout the yeer.

Understandingthat power generation from polluting, non-renewable resources has
serious impactson human health, wildlife, plantsand the natural environment, CCE
works on energy policy and renewableenergy asa primary program area. CCE
recognizesthat the long list of detrimental consequencesfrom our reliance on fossil fue
combustion and nuclear fission includes: acid rain, urban smog, high rates of lung
diseasesand heart failure, oil spills, contaminated drinking water, rising sealevels,
mining impacts, global warming, ecosystem damage, nuclear waste disposal, national and
global depletion of finiteenergy sources, and conflictsover theworld's dwindling non-
renewableresources. CCE believesthat the work done by New Y ork State Energy
Research Development Authority (NY SERDA) funded through the Systems Benefit
Charge (SBC) to advanceenergy efficient practicesand technologiesand renewable
energy research, development, and use haslaunched New Y ork Stateinto the forefront of
efficient, clean, and green energy policy. With the adoption of a Retail Renewable
Portfolio Standard (RPS) in September 2004, New Y ork codified its commitment and set
an attainable yet ambitiousgod of 25% of retail electricity sold in New York being
generated from renewable sources.

CCE opposesthe budget amendment adopted by NYSegidatur e(S.3669/A.6843).
CCE strongly supportscontinued funding of NY SERDA and the implementationof the
RPS. CCE believesthat applying SBC fundsto ** public policy energy programs™ weakens
New York’s strong renewable energy policies. By failing to ensure that SBC funds go
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directly to NY SERDA, the legid ature restrictsthe NYSERDAs ability to initiateand
ensure durationfor long-term programsfor developing renewableenergy. Specifically,
CCE isconcerned that these proposed changes would adversely impact the goal s of

NY SERDA and RPS implementation for the following:

Open the door for divertingrevenuegenerated by theSBC. Thered
possibility existsthat revenuegenerated by the SBC, which was created under the
auspicesof funding NY SERDA, will be diverted to other programswhich may
not enjoy the same high levelsof public support that exist for investing in
renewableenergy. Any siphoning off of moniesfor renewableenergy will slow
the pace of progresstowards25% of New Y ork's retail energy being generated
from renewable sources.

L ost public confidence. Oneancillary impact to being under constant threat of
being de-funded isalossof public confidencethat SBC programsare permanent.
New York State's strong commitment to renewableenergy developmentisa
critical component to achieving RPS goals.

Unnecessarily bureaucratic. CCE is satisfied with the current process of
approval for programshy the NY SERDA board of directors. Requiring additional
annual approval of funds by the politically appointed director of the budget
simply adds an unnecessary layer of government.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our comments.

Sincerely.

=i

Emmett Peppéer
Program Coordinator



